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INTERNATIONAL SPURTS PRESS ASSULIATION

Bryan Swanson,
FIFA Director of Media
Relations.

Lausanne, June 5, 2026

Dear Bryan,

In this difficult time for the entire world, on the eve of the futuristic 2026 FIFA
World Cup, we find ourselves facing a long-standing and unacceptable problem for
us journalists: the denial of entry visas to regularly accredited colleagues.

There are many cases: Iranian colleagues, African colleagues, some of whom have
been given single entries, so if their team goes to play in Canada or Mexico and
they follow it, they can no longer return to the States. The cases are countless and, I
repeat, unacceptable. Politicians always say that sport unites and builds bridges
between young people in countries in conflict, but in this case, we are going in the
opposite direction.

We believe it is important to allow colleagues to attend the event and work, because
their presence will be crucial to the image of sport and what it represents, especially
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must.
I hope FIFA can do everything possible to secure visas. We're already significantly
behind schedule, and many colleagues have already lost the opportunity to use

plane tickets booked on time, and they'll also face significant additional expenses.

Thank you for your attention.

Gianni Merlo
AIPS President



